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SUBJECT: EC COMMISSION VIEWS ON UNCTAD TDB AGENDA 

REF: EC BRUSSELS 9419 

1 . EC COMMISSION CHIEF FOR UNCTAD AFFAIRS, ALAN RUSSELL, 

BRIEFED A MISSION OFFICER ON ABOVE SUBJECT. RUSSELL WILL BE 
REPRESENTING COMMISSION AT NEXT TDB MEETING AND HAS PREPARED A 
DRAFT POSITION PAPER FOR MEETING WHICH MEMBER STATE EXPERTS 
WILL SHORTLY TAKE UP. RUSSELL EXPECTED THE MEETING TO FOCUS ON 
PROCEDURAL MATTERS AND TO TAKE FEW SUBSTANTIVE DECISIONS. 

2. THE COMMISSION PLANS TO LIMIT ITS DISCUSSION OF A POSSIBLE 
TDB MINISTERIAL MEETING TO ASPECTS OF THE AGENDA. REGARDING 
THE UNCTAD AD HOC INTERGOVERNMENTAL COORDINATION GROUP ON 
COMMODITIES, THE COMMISSION WILL FOCUS ON THE MANDATE FOR 
THE COMMITTEE. 

RUSSELL WANTS MEMBERSHIP TO BE BALANCED BETWEEN PRODUCERS AND 
CONSUMERS; HE PREFERS TO KEEP THE COMMITTEE AS SMALL AS POSSIBLE. 
(SEE REFTEL REGARDING COMMISSION PROPOSAL FOR TIMING 
OF MEETING.) THE COMMISSION PROPOSES NO NEW INITIATIVES 
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IN THIS REGARD. 

3. REGARDING THE ISSUE OF RET IFF FOR LDC EXTERNAL DEBT, 

THE COMMISSION PROPOSES USING THE JOINT US/EC STATEMENT 
ON DEBT AT CIEC. IT WILT. SUGGEST THAT CIEC IS CURRENTLY THE 
APPROPRIATE INTERNATIONAL FORUM FOR SUCH DISCUSSIONS AND THAT 
THE TDB SHOULD NOT HAMPER THESE DISCUSSIONS BY TAKING UP 
POSSIBLE DEBT RELIEF MEASURES AT THIS TIME. REGARDING THE 
PROPOSED TBD RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A WORKING GROUP ON 
DEBT ISSUES, THE COMMISSION PLANS TO COORDINATE ITS POSITION 
WITH GROUP B. RUSSELL HAS IN MIND THE POSSIBILITY OF NOT 
OBJECTING TO THIS PROPOSAL ON THE CONDITION THAT THIS GROUP 
WOULD NOT MEET UNTIL CIEC IS OVER. 

4. ON THE QUESTION OF THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY, RUSSELL 
NOTES THAT THE US MISSION AT GENEVA CIRCULATED A LETTER DATED 
SEPTEMBER 13 TO GROUP B COUNTRIES SUGGESTING VARIOUS PROCEDURAL 
POINTS. RUSSELL HOPES THESE POINTS WILL ONLY BE TAKEN UP 

WITHIN GROUP B. RUSSELL HAS THE IMPRESSION FROM THIS LETTER 
THAT US FAVORS ONLY THE "VOLUNTARY" TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY. 

THE COMMISSION ALSO FAVORS THIS POINT OF VIEW, BUT IT COULD CONSIDER 
A 

"MIXED "SYSTEM OF TRANSFER, OF THE LDC'S INSISTED UPON IT. THE COMMA 
SSION HOWEVER HOPES TO AVOID A SUBSTANTIVE TDB DISCUSSION ON THIS 
POINT AT THIS TIME. 

5. RUSSELL ADDS THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO CONSULT WITH THE US 
DELEGATION, ESPECIALLY STATE/EB-PREEG AND BOERNER; HE WOULD 
APPRECIATE BEING INFORMED OF THEIR ARRIVAL PLANS IN GENEVA.HINTON 
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